Aldrin epoxidase and dimethylhydrazine demethylase activities in tumorous and non-tumorous tissue of the human colon and rectum.
High activities of aldrin epoxidase and dimethylhydrazine demethylase were found in human colon and rectum mucosa, the first being as high as in human liver biopsy specimens. Comparisons between tumorous (adenocarcinomas) and non-tumorous tissues of the same individuals revealed loss of activities in tumorous specimens. The presence of epoxidizing enzymes and demethylation of the organ-specific colon carcinogen dimethylhydrazine (DMH) in the intestinal muscosa of tumor-bearing patients implicate them with chemical carcinogenesis also in humans.